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The most fascinating addition to the collection of A.P. sarees is the 'tie and dye' sarees
evolved during the current century in a number of centres mostly in Nalgotida district. This
process of tying and dyeing of the warp and weft threads before weaving is also called the
'ikat'. This process which was originally developed in Chirala in the beginning of 19th century
for making what were known as 'telia-rumals', originally used as turban or upper cloth in the
rural areas, has in recent decades been extended to the weaving of sarees in the above
mentioned centres in Nalgonda district. The 'telia-rumals', as they were originally evolved,
carried geometric patterns with the basic colours being confined to the maroon, the black
and the white. In the context of its adoption in centres in Nalgonda district, the technique
has been extended to the weaving of not only sarees, both in silk and cotton incorporating
figurative motifs, but also to making a variety of other items such as made-ups, and material
for dress-making and furnishing which is increasingly becoming popular for export. A few
master weavers even make double 'ikat' sarees and material involving the use of tie-dyed
yarns both in the warp and the weft. There are an estimated 18,000 looms engaged in the
weaving of tie-dyed fabrics.
Weaving 'kambalis' or blankets is an important activity in handloom sector in the state,
These kamblies woven out of locally available sheep-wool, in their natural colours of white,
grey, brown and black are used by the people in the rural area for a variety of purposes
such as blankets, as floor-coverings and for carrying grain or other harvested products,
Thus, Andhra with its wide range of traditional skills and materials, produces a whole
variety of fabrics which meet the needs of the people In various walks of life.